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elsewhere, have at any rate played the greatest
part in the development of the country.

The Indo - European group include the
Iranian or Persian, and the Pushto and Beluch,
the languages respectively of Afghanistan and
Beluchistan.

Sanskrit had begun to be spoken in India as
early as 300 B.C., and survived as the sacred
second language, alongside others of the Indo-
Aryan type of more or less common origin.

Of the modern Indo-Aryan languages, Hindi
or Hindustani is spoken by upwards of 100, and
Bengali by upwards of 44, millions. The Per-
sianised form of Hindi is generally described as
Urdu. Mahratti is the speech of upwards of 18
millions!

The Hindi form of Hindustani was practically
invented at Fort William, was intended for the
use of Hindus, and is derived from Urdu by
eliminating words of Persian and Arabic origin
and substituting for them Sanscrit words or words
derived from Sanscrit.

Hindi is generally written in Devanagiri or
Sanscrit characters, while in Urdu the Persian
letters are employed.

In the fact that out of 44! millions who speak
Bengali, 44^ millions inhabit Bengal, Eastern
Bengal, and Assam, is found such justification
asjsxists for the agitation against the division of